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Response to Arguments 



1 . Applicant's arguments, see page 6-9, filed 7/24/2006, with respect to the 
rejections of claims 1-21 under the double patenting, 37 C.F.R. § 1 .78(b), and prior art 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejections have been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of newly found prior art references. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-7 and 9-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Suzuki (US 6,862,687). 

4. As to claim 1 , Suzuki teaches a method of deactivating a lock state in an 
electronic device [a pen input portable terminal, fig. 1A], comprising a touch screen [a 



touch screen 14, fig. 1A], comprising: 
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displaying more or more images on the touch screen when the device is in the 
lock state, of which images one or more includes at least one predetermined point 
[displaying images A and B on said touch screen 14 with enhance security including at 
least two predetermined points 28 A and 28B, see Fig. 1BJ; 

detecting a touch on a predetermined point in one or more images [the touch- 
sensitive screen detects/checks whether each of points predetermined on the images 
has been designated by the touch pen, col. 5, lines 9-14]; 

deactivating the device lock state upon detection of a predetermined number of 
touches on successive images including a predetermined point [decrypting said images 
code by checking whether the location of designated points coincide with said points 
28 A and 28B, see col. 3, line 5 through col. 4 through col. 5, line 33 for further details of 
the explanation]. 

5. As to claim 2, Suzuki further teaches selecting the image to be displayed from an 
image database [said images A and B directed to retrieving/storing/displaying from the 
computer 10 as described in fig. 1A, col. 3, lines 26-33]. 

6. As to claim 3, Suzuki further teaches selecting the image to be displayed 
randomly [the display position and display size of the image is changed randomly every 
time, col. 4, lines 29-37, and col. 5, lines 54-58]. 

7. As to claim 4, Suzuki teaches wherein information about the predetermined point 
is coded in the image in advance [encrypting predetermined points of said images A 
and B in advance, col. 5, lines 9-33]. 
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8. As to claim 5, Suzuki further teaches maintaining, in the device, an image 
database from which the images are selected [the pen input portable terminal waits until 
any points on the displayed image are designated by the touch pen, col. 5, lines 20-24]. 

9. As to claim 6, as noting in col. 5, lines 2-14, Suzuki further discloses the claimed 
features of these claims. 

10. As to claim 7, as noting in col. 4, lines 7 through col. 5, line 8, Suzuki further 
discloses the claimed features of these claims. 

11. As to claim 9, as noting in col. 5, lines 15-33, Suzuki further discloses the 
claimed features of these claims "wherein the predetermined parameter is a user ID 
registered as the user in the device before the transfer to the lock state." 

12. As to claim 1 0, Suzuki further teaches comprising: 

reading the image from the image database [see col. 3, lines 26-33]; 

reading information about the predetermined point in the image, displaying the 
image on the display until a touch on the touch screen is detected or until a 
predetermined period of time has elapsed, checking if a predetermined number of 
touches on successive images including a predetermined point is detected [see col. 5, 
lines 9-58], whereby the device lock is deactivated; otherwise, a new image is read from 
the database [see further in col. 6, lines 1-63]. 

13. As to claim 1 1 , as noting in col. 4, lines 9-14, Suzuki further discloses the 
claimed features of these claims. 

14. As to claim 12, as noting in col. 4, lines 9-14, Suzuki further discloses the 
claimed features of these claims. 
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1 5. As to claim 1 3, Suzuki further teaches an electronic device [a pen input portable 
terminal, fig. 1A], configured to enter a lock state upon the fulfillment of a predetermined 
condition, the device comprising: 

a touch screen [a touch panel 14, Fig. 1 A]; 

means for displaying one or more images on the touch screen when the device is 
in the lock state, of which images one or more includes at least one predetermined point 
[see a second embodiment of figure 5 as described in col. 6, lines 1-64]; 

detection means [the CPU 10] for detecting a touch on a predetermined point in 
one or more images [see a second embodiment of figure 5 as described in col. 6, lines 
1-64]; 

means for deactivating the device lock state upon detection of a predetermined 
number of touches on successive images including a predetermined point [see a 
second embodiment of figure 5 as described in col. 6, lines 1-64]; 

16. As to claim 14, Suzuki further teaches wherein the device includes means for 
maintaining an image database, and selecting means for selecting the image to be 
displayed at each particular time from the image database [see figure 5, col. 6, lines 40- 
46]. 

17. As to claim 1 5, Suzuki teaches wherein the selecting means are configured to 
select the image to be displayed at each particular time from the image database 
randomly [see col. 4, lines 29-37]. 
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1 8. As to claim 16, Suzuki teaches wherein the image database includes images, in 
which information about the predetermined point is coded in advance [see col. 5, lines 
15-33]. 

1 9. As to claim 1 7, Suzuki teaches wherein the device includes means for 
maintaining a database including information about the predetermined points in the 
images in the image database [see col. 5, lines 2-14]. 

20. As to claim 18, Suzuki teaches wherein the touch screen [the touch-sensitive 
screen panel 14] is configured to transfer information about information about a touch 
on a predetermined point to the detection means [see col. 5, lines 2-14]. 

21 . As to claim 19, Suzuki teaches wherein the device comprises pointer means [the 
touch-sensitive screen panel 14] configured to transfer information about a touch on a 
predetermined point to the detection means [the CPU 10, see col. 4, line 29 through 
col.5, line 8]. 

22. As to claim 20, Suzuki teaches wherein the pointer means is realized with a 
touch-pad [the touch-sensitive screen panel 14, fig. 1 A]. 

23. As to claim 21 , Suzuki teaches an electronic device configured to enter a lock 
state upon the fulfillment of a predetermined condition, comprising a touch screen [a 
touch panel 14, Fig. 1 A]; and a controller [a CPU 10] configured to display one or more 
images [images A and B] on the touch screen when the device is in the lock state, of 
which images one or more includes at least one predetermined point [two 
predetermined points 28A and 28B, see figure 1B]; 
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wherein the controller [the CPU 10] is further configured to detect a touch on a 
predetermined point [28A and 28B] in one or more images [A and B]; and to deactivate 
the device lock state upon detection of a predetermined number of touches on 
successive images including a predetermined point see col. 3, line 5 through col. 4 
through col. 5, line 33 for further details of the explanation]. 

24. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki. 
Claim 8, a method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the predetermined parameter is a 
date or a day of the week, whereas Suzuki further discloses display positions and 
display size of the images is changed every time in col. 5, lines 47-58. It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify display positions and display size of the images during a date of the week 
because this would be helpful to enhance security. 

Response to Arguments 

25. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KEVIN M. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7697. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-THU from 8:00-6:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, a supervisor 
RICHARD A. HJERPE can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8000. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the Patent Application Information Retrieval system, see 
http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 




Kevin M. Ngdyen 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2629 



KMN 

October 11,2006 



